


Born to sum

I'm really hopeful that teachers will enjoy using it; that children will enjoy it, and that
it will have a big impact in making kids cleverer, giving them a better chance for
the future, says teacher Neil Armstrong about his innovative new maths programme,
SAMSON, and its Bruce Springsteen-inspired circus characters
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ention maths
to most
primary
school
children and
there’ll be

. much
e “... groaning and
cries of "I can’t do maths”. But Annan
teacher Neil Armstrong has plans to
change all that, with a little help from
Bruce Springsteen and a merry band of
circus characters.

Neil has put his 25 years of teaching
experience into creating an innovative
programme for schools to help children
improve their mental maths skills in a
fun and interesting way.

His SAMSON programme, developed
in response to an apparent national fall
in numeracy standards, seeks to help
huild all children’s confidence and
ability in maths.

“It’s very rare and very hard to get
kids to both love maths and be brilliant
at it, but success breeds success: kids
want to learn and want to improve.
SAMSON builds up their confidence,
which makes them more motivated.
Long-term motivation comes from the
feeling of getting better at something
and wanting to do more of it,” he says.

Neil, who is depute head teacher at
Newington Primary School in Annan,
has developed ‘SAMSON - the Strong
Approach to Maths’ over the last five
years, building on his experience to
create a clear and simple programme to
help primary schooal children with the
key numeracy skills of addition,

subtraction, multiplication and division.

He was motivated by a report at a
head teachers’ conference which
highlighted a decline in standards and
attainment in Scotland, and he wanted

to build on methods already being put
in place at Newington to address that.

New electronic smartboards installed
in schools across Dumfries & Galloway
made it easier for Neil to start developing
his own resources and mental maths
programme, first for Primary 7 and
eventually every year group.

He says: “This was developed on the
front line with children and working
alongside teachers. Staff were a massive
help, giving their own ideas, and I had
great support from head teacher
[rvine Torhett.

“The kids enjoyed it and the methods
were working, with good results in
computerised tests which monitor
children’s progress. They showed
our pupils scoring much higher in
maths than the national average.

The evidence was there that it really
worked.™

Believing this was a good programme
with a high impact, Neil, who lives in
Lockerbie, decided to pull his materials
together in a structured way that
could be delivered in any school, by
any teacher. ©

DUMERIES & GALLOWAY LIFE / JUNE 2017/ a1






	img-181009092033.pdf
	img-181009092001.pdf
	img-181009091939.pdf

